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tween the two races which he most wished to unite ;  and his
imperialist ideals had been covered with disgrace and ridicule.
§ 326. the south african war.—The Jameson Raid
made good relations between the two races impossible. The
Transvaal Government felt that the British had designs upon
their country, and began to spend the revenue they extorted
from the Uitlanders in providing themselves with up-to-date
equipment for war and instructors from the French and German
armies; while the Uitlanders complained more and more
bitterly of the unfair treatment to which they were subjected.
In 1897 they petitioned the British Government to intervene
with President Kruger on their behalf, and Chamberlain took
up their cause with eager zest. The treaty of 1881 (§315) had
granted the Boers something short of complete independence,
and disputes arose as to exactly how far Britain had a right to
interfere in their affairs. At length the British Government
demanded that Kruger should definitely acknowledge that
Britain -was the paramount Power throughout South Africa,
and upon his refusal troops were moved up towards the
frontiers of the republic. When Kruger demanded that these
threatening actions should cease, war was declared (October
1899). The Orange Free State, though it had taken no part
in the quarrel (for, having no goldfields, it had no Uitlanders),
threw in its lot with its sister republic and declared war also.
At first sight it seemed an amazing piece of audacity for
these two tiny states, with a combined population of less than
100,000, thus to challenge the British Empire ; and it was
generally expected that the affair would be over in a few months.
But the Boers had much in their favour. A wide expanse of
sparsely populated country is very difficult to master, as the
British had found in the War of American Independence
(§230). Such a country is suited for guerrilla warfare, and at
this the Boers proved themselves highly expert. Their civil
occupations made them horsemen and marksmen; they knew
the country; they were fighting among their own people;

